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                                            Happy New Year!! 

Julie has taken a wonderful vacationðto Australia!!  For those who do not know, she was an exchange student in 

Australia and is visiting her Australian ñfamilyò over the New Yearôs holiday!!  Maybe she will bring back a kan-

garoo! 

In her absence, I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of the volunteers, families and staff members who 

helped to make Christmas memorable for our residents.  With everyoneôs help, each resident received at least one 

gift; there was music, food, Santa (of course!!) and general merriment.  A good time was had by all!! 

We have numerous volunteers who help our residents to continue to feel like part of the world with church ser-

vices, card games, and visits. 

Sundstrand adopted the Amberwood residents and provided a wide variety of gifts and snacks. A big ñThanksò to 

them!! 

A special thanks to Paul and Anna Pearce who entertained during the holiday season.  They are a talented pair 

whose music is always appreciated by the residents. 

Best wishes to all for a happy, healthy New Year! 

Susan Barbian 

                                                                                 Susan Barbian 
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Jerome Mitchell is a pretty interesting guy.  

Growing up in Rockford, Jerome attended St. 
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West High School.  As a left handed catcher for 
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In 1957 he entered the Army spending time at 

Ft. Leonard Wood, and Ft. Gordon Georgia.  

From 1972 to 1974 Jerome was sent to Ger-

many to guard the infamous Rudolph Hess at 

Spandau Prison. Spandau was the largest 

prison in Germany and Hess was its only pris-

oner at that time.  He relates that he got to 

know Hess ( who spoke perfect English )  quite 

well and they shared many stories.    

His adventures are too many to list here but 

Jerome is always willing to speak with WWII 

buffs and students doing research on Rudolph 

Hess.  His life is a tribute to those who love ad-
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While living in Rockford, he worked at 

Lake Louise, the water department 

and Caterpillar.  He recalls class of 
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ion as his most recent memorable 

experience.  If you are talking to 

Jerome, ask him about his Arizona 

experiences as a Military Police Offi-
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The lovely ladies of Sundstrand brought a big 

Santa cake and armloads of gifts for the resi-

dents of Amberwood!  What a celebration! 

                                                       Holiday Fun at Amberwood 

Santa had more fun than anyone!  He danced 

with the ladies, posed for pictures and led us 

in the  singing of holiday songs!   


